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long ago a couple of ladies in a neighbouring
bath house got to hair pulling and as they
couldn't be stopped, the police had to be called.
The policeman must have gotten exceedingly
wet trying to stop the quarrelling amid all the
nude and dripping ladies. Many of the private
baths still have mixed bathing, especially at the
various hot spring resorts and there just isn't
anything else in the Hokkaido and in Korea
except in the main cities and foreign hotels.
The shift towards western prudery and
segregation of the sexes has put a dent in an
old flirtatious custom, for there was a day
when young gallants would discover when
their fiancees were going to the bath and
arrange to be there at the same hour. This
was an especially popular pastime in the country,
Hori, the scrub boy, knows a nice girl
when he sees one. He can tell by the way she
gets in and out of the tub* If a gitl just washes
and then gets into the tub without bothering
about her towel she just hasn't any taste, but
if she coyly holds her towel in front of her and
demurely steps into the tab, then Horf s heatt
takes a leap. After all, human nature is the same
the world over. It isn't the revealed but the half-
concealed which attracts.